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Unit 1 Understanding Essential Question

(NYS Module 4)

RL.11-12.2
RL.11-12.3
RL.11-12.5
RL.11-12.6
W.11-12.2 a-f
W.11-12.3.a,b
W.11-12.4
W.11-12.5
W.11-12.6
W.11-12.9.a
SL.11-12.1.a, c
SL.11-12.1.d
L.11-12.1
L.11-12.2
L.11-12.4.a
L.11-12.5

The way in which an author chooses to structure a
narrative (time order, flashback, foreshadowing..)
has an effect on our reading and understanding of
the narrative

The way in which an author chooses to focus the
narration of the story (narrative POV, narrative’s
voice) influences our reading and understanding of
the narrative

The way in which an author chooses to develop a
character (characterization) through exposition,
description, internal conflict, and/or evolution
influences our reading and understanding of the
narrative

The way in which characters interact and change
has an impact on the story and its meaning

EQ: How do authors use narrative
techniques to craft writing?

Guiding Questions:

e  What choices do I notice the
author making?

e How do the author’s choices
and techniques influence my
reading of the work and the
meaning that emerges for me?

e How can I support my claims
about meaning with specific
textual evidence?

Performance Task focused on Transfer:

e Mid-Assessment ORR: Students choose a specific part of “On the Rainy River” and analyze how it
contributes to the overall meaning and structure of the text.

e Mid-Assessment TRC: Choose one of the elements of “The Red Convertible” (e.g., setting, how the action
is ordered, individual character development, or the symbolic red convertible) and explain how the
element impact Lyman and Henry’s relationship.

e End of the Unit Assessment: Consider the point of view in each text. Choose evidence from both texts in
which what is directly stated differs from what is really meant. Explain what is really meant by the chosen

text evidence.

Common Assessments:

e Mid-Assessment ORR
e End of the Unit Assessment ORR and TRC

Criteria for Grading:




Assessments should be accurately paragraphed and include an introductory statement, well-organized
ideas supported by the most significant and relevant evidence, and a concluding statement. Paragraphs
should be organized to support a central claim. Students should use appropriate and varied transitions
and syntax to clarify relationships among complex ideas, and manage the complexity of the topic by using
precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, proper grammar, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling

in their responses to establish a formal style and an objective tone.

Unit 2 Understanding Essential Question
Literacy Understandings Scholars will ask questions, such as:
Assessed
Standards: Scholars will understand that... e  What does this text contain that
o ) ] ) challenges or expands my

CCRA.R.9 e close _readmg, including appropriate annotat!on understanding about a central idea?
RL.11-12.2 techniques, helps to deepen the understanding of a o

e  How is this part of the text related
RL.11-12.3 text to bigger ideas the text addresses?
RL.11.12.5 e authors develop central ideas intentionally through &8 ’
RL.11-12.6 the use of literary elements. ®  What parts of the text are most
RI.11-12.2 e the portrayal of a story or event is impacted by the important in developing the
RI.11-12.3 point of view of the speaker. characters or ideas?
RI.11.12.6 e  central ideas exist across multiple texts; different
W.11-12.2.a-f e

authors can develop similar or related central

SL.11-12.1.a-c ideas
.11-12.1 o _
L11-12.2 e examining the treatment of a central idea across
L.11-12.5 multiple texts can bring about new understandings.

e writing is most effective when supported by
relevant evidence.

e writing is iterative process; revision is necessary to
produce products we can be proud of.

Thematic Understandings
Scholars will understand that...

e individuals and society construct expectations for
the behavior and roles of different genders; this
impacts the way people are treated.

e  aperson’s state of mind (including sanity) impacts
their concept of what is morality or appropriate.

e aperson’s expectations and beliefs impact whether
or not they believe something is moral or
appropriate.

a decision to take action or show restraint is influenced by a
person’s sense of morality and state of mind.

Common Assessments:

e Unit 1 EOU: Literary Analysis — Evidence Based Discussion/One Paragraph Response: Development of the Duke’s
Character throughout the poem.

e  Unit 2 MU: Literary Analysis — Multi-Paragraph: Character development of Hamlet in relation to other characters.

e Unit 2 EOU: Literary Analysis — Multi-Paragraph: Interaction and development of two central ideas in “Hamlet.”

e  Unit 3 MU: Literary Analysis — Multi-Paragraph: Interaction and development of two or more central ideas in A room
of One’s Own.

e  Unit 3 EOU: Literary Analysis — Multi-Paragraph: Intertextual connections: Relationship between Woolf’s text and the
character of Ophelia.




Unit 3 Understanding Essential Question
Performance Task:
Unit 4 Understanding Essential Question
Assessed Literacy Understandings Scholars will ask questions, such as:
Standards:
Scholars will understand that... e  What is worth knowing more

CCRAR.8 o _ about?
RI.11-12.1a Textual anal1ly5|s. raises questions that Fan act as «  Why should or shouldn’t I trust
RI.11-12.2 sources of inquiry for further exploration. . . .
RI.L11.12.6 Research is a non-linear process where the inquiry what this source is saying?
W.11-12.1.a-e focus and evidence based perspectives will be *  How does this new information
W.11-12.2.a,b,d-f revised and refined over time. change my perspective?
W.11-12.4 Not all sources are valid or relevant. All sources ® How can | support a convincing
W.11-12.5 should be evaluated. argument?
W.11-12.7 An evidence based claim is strengthened by
W.11-12.8 developing additional supporting claims.
Xﬁgid An evidence based claim is strengthened by
SL11-12.3 analyzing and addressing associated counter claims.
SL.11-12.4 Writing is iterative process; revision is necessary to
SL.11-12.5 develop products of which we can be proud.
SL.11-12.6 Feedback is the fuel that helps guide the revision
L.11-12.1 process and is only useful if it is acted upon.
L.11-12.2 Good feedback is specific, targeted towards taking
L.11-12.5 the next step towards a goal, and timely.

o  Video media differs from written media format. It

benefits from concise, vivid presentation style, and
requires intentional planning and organization.

Performance Task:
Performance Task: Research — Video Presentation

Scholars will build on the analysis they did for their research-based argument paper by producing a three to five minute video
presentation. Scholars will distill and reorganize their research for a specific audience and offer essential points of the research
in an engaging video presentation that demonstrates command of content and uses formal spoken English. The presentation
should make strategic use of the video format to enhance and add interest to the research findings. The presentation will also
state the central claim, two supporting claims with relevant and sufficient evidence, and one counterclaim with corresponding
limitations. Further, the video should also present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and
logically such that listeners can follow the scholars’ line of reasoning.

After publishing their video, scholars will review a minimum of three video presentations using the Speaking and Listening
Rubric and Checklist as a guide to offer feedback and questions via online comments.
Common Assessments:

Unit 1 EOU: P1. Literary Analysis — Evidence Based Discussion/One Paragraph Response: Interaction and development of two
central ideas in “Hope, Despair, and Memory.”

Unit 1 EOU: P2. Research Process — Areas of Inquiry: Articulating two to three distinct areas of investigation and where they
emerge from the text.




Unit 2 EOU: Research Process — Portfolio: Includes: Research Journal, one-page synthesis of developing perspectives, Evidence-
Based Perspective on problem-based question.

Unit 3 EOU: Research Process — Research Based Argument Paper: final draft of that presents a precise claim that is supported by
relevant and sufficient evidence and valid reasoning.




